CONDUCT A DETAILED VEHICLE SEARCH

TASK
To provide detailed search procedures of vehicles for weapons and or explosives devices while performing Antiterrorism/Force Protection duties. To conduct an effective search, soldiers must have some knowledge or be trained on recognizing basic automotive parts!  

CONDITIONS
Given a vehicle, mirror device and training aids, soldiers will conduct a systematic detailed and search of a vehicle.

STANDARDS
Soldiers will conduct a detailed systematic search of a vehicle for weapons and   explosive devices.  

TRAINING AND EVALUATION

Training Information Outline

Placing a bomb on an installation normally requires that the bomb be transported to the scene, usually by means of a motor vehicle.  The history of terrorist bombing attacks in Europe firmly indicates that the potential of an attack still remains.  In those instances where attacks were successfully neutralized, it was the result of alert, well-trained security forces.  

Performance Measure 1:  Stop the vehicle.

Performance Measure 2:  Identify occupants by looking at driver's license or ID card.

a.  Have the driver produce an identification, vehicle registration or dispatch.  (NOTE: The required identification and documents must be address in the guard orders).

b.  Check for authenticity and consistency, i.e., license plates match the registration.

Performance Measure 3:  Tell the occupants they have been stopped for a vehicle search.  In a firm but courteous manner, inform them of the reason for the search.  

Performance Measure 4:  If the occupants consent to a search, have them move the vehicle to a search location which allows other AT/FP guards to continue access controls and to provide overwatch for the AT/FP guard performing the search.  If the driver will not consent, detain the occupants for Military Police or Host Nation Police but do not use force.  If they cannot be detained without force, let them depart but record a description of the occupants and the vehicle, any personal identification information you obtained, and the license plate number.  Immediately report this information to the Sergeant of the Guard and the Military Police.

Performance Measure 5:  Once the vehicle is moved to the search area, ask the driver and occupants to get out of vehicle.

a.  Occupants must be positioned where the observer can monitor them (approximately 5 meters from the vehicle).

b.  Have the driver open the glove compartment and all doors, including the trunk and hood.   When completed, the driver will move to an area away from the vehicle where he or she is monitored.

Performance Measure 6:  Conduct a systematic search.

a.  Search the inside of the vehicle, including areas behind and under the seat, under the dashboard, inside glove and tool compartments, and above sun visors.

b.  Search the exterior of the vehicle, including the following:

(1)  Cargo areas/trunk.

(2)  Left front fender well and behind the wheel.

(3)  Front bumper grill, and underneath.

(4)  Right front fender well and behind wheel.

(5)  Right rear fender well and behind the wheel.

(6)  Rear bumper and underneath.

(7)  Left rear fender well and behind the wheel.

(8)  Top of the vehicle and luggage racks.

c.  Search the undercarriage including left side and right side of the body using improvised mirror device and flashlight (illuminated search mirrors, if available) for places that are difficult to see.

d.  Search the engine compartment behind radiator and around the engine.

e.  Search with the assistance of an Explosives Military Working Dog team or Explosives Detection Device, if available.

f.  Pay close attention to areas under the seats, floor mats, and under or behind spare tires. 

Performance Measure 7:  When firearms, explosives, or other harmful materials are not found in the search, thank the occupants for their cooperation and help them enter their vehicle into the flow of traffic.

Performance Measure 8:  When firearms, explosives, or other harmful materials are found in the search, take the following actions: 

(1)  Suspend all activity at the search site and close the access point.

(2)  Reroute traffic and evacuate 300 meters, or as far as practical, and take position behind any type of hard cover.

(3)  Notify the Sergeant of the Guard, Military Police, and Host Nation police, if appropriate (non-U.S. citizen).

(4)  Detain all occupants of the vehicle until the situation is rectified.

NOTE:  The area selected for vehicle searches should be as far as possible from the main roadway. 

Performance Measure 9:  Upon arrival of Military Police, assist as requested.

Performance Measure 10:  Submit written report to the Sergeant of the Guard and provide written accounts to Military Police as requested.

EVALUATION PREPARATION
1.  Setup:  As a search team, a thorough search requires three or four soldiers (when possible):

a.  One soldier functions as an observer.

b.  The other soldiers would be responsible for searching a specific area of the vehicle, i.e., interior, trunk/engine compartment, undercarriage and exterior. 

2.  The search team must be equipped with appropriate cold weather gear, a flashlight, mirror device, flak vest, kelvar, LCE, and gloves, at a minimum.  The observer should have a clipboard to secure vehicle documents. 
3.  Brief Soldiers:  Take the time to conduct a thorough search.  Do not let vehicle occupants who are impatient or in a hurry, intimidate you into conducting a cursory search.  It is extremely difficult to conduct a realistic search of the undercarriage of a vehicle with only a mirror device.  Train soldiers to get on their hands and knees to physically check as much of the undercarriage as possible.  DO NOT RELY SOLEY ON MIRROR DEVICES!  

NOTE:  The following items warrant special attention:

a.  Fire Extinguishers

b.  Propane Cylinders

c.  Luggage

d.  Gym bags

e.  Items taped or strapped to the vehicle

PERFORMANCE MEASURES                                                                         RESULTS
1  Stopped the vehicle and requested/checked identification.
P               
F

2.  Searched the inside of the vehicle. 
P               
F

3.  Searched the exterior of the vehicle. 
P               
F
4.  Searched the engine compartment. 
P               
F
5.  Searched the trunk and cargo areas. 
P               
F

6.  Searched the top of the vehicle and any luggage racks. 
P               
F

7.  Paid close attention to areas under the seats, floor mats, and under or

behind spare tires. 
P               
F

8.  Took immediate action when a suspicious item is discovered. 
P               
F 

9.  Notified the Sergeant of the Guard and Military Police. 
P               
F
10.  Detained all occupants until situation is cleared. 
P                
F
11.  Conducted a systematic detailed search. 
P                
F

FEEDBACK

Score the search team GO if all searches and measures are performed correct.  Score the search team NO-GO if any of the measures are performed incorrect.  If the search team fails any measure, have them repeat all steps.

