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MEMORANDUM FOR  SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Recreational Water Safety

1.  Reference USAREUR Reg 385-2, 15 Mar 95, USAREUR Recreational Water Safety Program.

2.  The referenced publication requires commanders to emphasize recreational water safety prior to and during the summer season.  Drowning prevention is an important part of the summer safety campaign as drownings are historically the second leading cause of off-duty accidental deaths within USAREUR.  The responsibilities are as follows:

    a.  Unit Commanders:

        (1)  Ensure the 417th BSB listing of authorized swimming, boating, water skiing, sailing, and windsurfing areas (encl) is posted on unit bulletin boards.  These are U.S. Army and German operated swimming pools where lifeguards are present.

        (2)  Brief all soldiers on water safety per USAREUR Reg 385-2, appendix A.  A copy of the regulation can be obtained from the 417th BSB Safety Office.  Emphasize that only authorized swimming pools may be used by soldiers and their families.  All other open bodies of water such as rivers, lakes, quarries, canals, etc., are off limits unless approved by the German Regional Health Office (Gesundheitsamt) and listed on encl.  Ocean and sea beaches may be used if life guards are present.

        (3)  Promote water safety awareness by posting water safety posters on unit bulletin boards.  Contact the safety office for assistance in obtaining posters.

    b.  417th BSB Safety Office:

        (1)  Publish and distribute a list of authorized swimming areas (encl).

        (2)  Assist tenant units in obtaining water safety posters.
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    c.  417th BSB DCA:

        (1)  Provide boating safety briefings to customers renting boats or canoes.  Advise customers on locations of German approved boating, windsurfing, and water skiing areas.

        (2)  Provide serviceable coast guard approved life preservers.  All boat occupants, windsurfers, and water skiers must wear life preservers.

3.  For more information contact the 417th BSB Safety Office, DSN 355-1670.

Encl                                                                      WILLIAM R. HALL

as                                                                          LTC, AR 

                                                                             Commanding
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