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	In most states, specific statutes cover the proceedings by which a legal name change can be accomplished.  Most statutes provide that a court can deny the petition, but such a denial cannot be accomplished without a good cause.  An example of good cause is that the name change is requested to avoid paying debts or to avoid criminal prosecution.








    Statutes providing for change of name proceedings usually state that the individual requesting the change must file a certificate, application, or petition with the court.  The average application must be in writing, signed by the person making the request, specify the reasons for the request, the name, date and place of birth, age, and legal residence of the applicant.  Also, a stipulation as to no criminal record may sometimes be required.  In court, it may be necessary to prove that there is no criminal record, no actions taken in bankruptcy, and that the request is not made for any financial gain to the individual.








    The name of minor children can also be changed in a similar manner with the exception that some statutes require that where the change of a child's name is requested, both parents, if alive, must join in the petition.  On the other hand, in the case of a single parent, once the other parent is given notice, it may not be necessary that the other parent consent to the name change of the minor child.  The controlling factor in such a decision is the welfare of the child, and this is determined by the rationale behind the request for the name change.  Normally, the court recognizes the fact that the father, if objecting to the name change, has a protectable interest in his child keeping his last name, and such is the custom of the land as laid down over generations.  This is usually applied by the courts in denying the application, whether or not the mother has sole custody of the child.  This protectable interest can only be overcome if the father has participated in some kind of conduct which makes the child's right not to be associated with such misconduct outweigh the father's basic rights.








    The effect of such change is that on the day the application is approved, the individual must immediately assume and use the new name.  The practical considerations are that the individual must have all legal documents, such as driver's license, credit cards, deeds, voter registration, and social security numbers, changed immediately.  This process can take much more time than the actual procedure for the name change itself and can end up being quite a hassle.  Please consider the ramifications and problems that you may encounter before actually instituting any legal proceedings to change your name.  








                If you have any further questions, please contact your Legal Assistance office in Kitzingen at


                355-8672/8825, or Wuerzburg at 350-6255.


