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     Operating a business at home can be a good way to earn extra money with low overhead expenses.


However, operating such a business in USAREUR poses special problems for many family 


members, since there are many restrictions which do not exist within the United States.  This 


information sheet is intended as general information only, and is not an exhaustive listing of every 


regulation or requirement.





1.  Can I use the APO to send away for my merchandise, such as makeup, Tupperware, or craft 


supplies?	No.  The APO may not be used to operate a business.  If you use the APO for


business purposes, you may be subject to customs taxes, as well as face losing your APO 


privileges.  If you need to send away for your merchandise, use the German Bundespost system.





2.  What taxes do I have to pay?  You must report your income from your business as part of your income on your U.S. federal and state income tax returns.  In addition, no matter how much your profits are from your business here, you must register with the German Alien Control Office (Auslaenderamt) if you do not have a SOFA stamp.  However, all military personnel and their families are entitled to a SOFA stamp.  You should verify that your passport includes the stamp.  After you get an approval slip from them, you should go to the Trade Licensing Authority (Gewerbeamt) which is usually located at the city hall (Rathaus) in your place of residence.  There you need to file an application for registration of your trade.  Before they issue you a trade card for a fee of DM 20, they may require a certificate showing your police record (Polizeiliches Fuehrungszeugnis).  This certificate can be obtained by filing an application at the registration office (Einwohnermeldeamt), also located at the Rathaus.  When you go to the Einwohnermeldeamt, you should bring your passport with you and your German address.  After the police certificate (if required) is provided to the Gewerbeamt, and you qualify for a license, a trade card will be issued to you.  You will be subject to pay German income tax on any business income earned in Germany at a rate of 25 percent of your net proceeds.  No trade tax will be assessed unless you earn in excess of DM 36,000 per year.  The fiscal authorities (Finanzamt) must also be notified to register your business.  However, in most cases, the Gewerbeamt will notify the Finanzamt for you.





3.  Can I use government quarters to operate any type of business?	No.  The use of government quarters for a business is restricted by paragraph 3-36, AR 210-50 (1 Feb 82), and paragraph 8 v., VII Corps Reg 210-1 (1 Jan 85).  These regulations currently permit only service related businesses to be operated from government quarters.  Businesses involving the resale of goods are not permitted.  Further, you must get permission from the Community Commander, with the concurrence of the Housing Office before operating the business. The point of contact in the Wuerzburg Military community is SFC Hubay at 350-6156, located in the headquarters building at Faulenburg Kaserne.  Any requests to use quarters should be addressed to:  Community Commander, Wuerzburg Military Community, Attn: AETS-WRZ-DAPC (SFC Hubay), APO NY 09801.  In your request you should clearly state your name, quarters location, sponsor's name, SSAN, and unit, and the type of business in which you wish to engage.  Be sure to state the anticipated hours of usage, and the number of people coming to the quarters for your business activity.  If there are potential safety considerations, be sure to discuss how you will deal with those.  If your proposed business will interfere with the normal military usage of the quarters, permission will not be granted.  For example, if you wish to hold large meetings late at night which would interfere with the use and enjoyment of the building by other tenants, permission would be denied.








 


