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How to Get Married in Germany 

     Servicemembers who want to get married in Germany have to comply with German law.  Knowing where to go and what documents are needed is essential.  Very often it takes a long time to obtain all the required documents.  Therefore, it is important to plan a marriage well in advance.  Interpretations of legal requirements by local authorities may vary and inquiring beforehand can help avoid misunderstandings.

     Marriages in Germany consist of a mandatory civil ceremony at the local Office of Vital Statistics, “Standesamt”, which is located in the Town Hall, “Rathaus”.  A religious ceremony by a military chaplain or civilian clergyman is optional.  However, the religious ceremony can only be held after the civil ceremony.

     This packet provides some guidance on the questions that most frequently arise.  Being aware of the fact that each case is different, this handout can not solve all problems.  If necessary, contact your local Standesamt.  In towns where U.S. installations are located, the Standesamt is very cooperative and will try to help wherever they can.  If major problems arise, do not hesitate to seek legal assistance from the German Attorney-Advisor at your local JAG office.  

     The basic documents required for a marriage at the Standesamt are:

          1.  Birth Certificate or certified copy of the birth certificate.
               This document must be issued by the county or district where the soldier was actually born.  

          Birth certificates from hospitals are not accepted.  A certified copy will be sufficient, too.          

          Certified, however, means that it must have a raised seal and the county clerk’s signature on it.

          2.  Affidavit of citizenship.
               If a soldier does not have a United States passport, the Standesamt requires an affidavit from

          the soldier’s unit commander verifying that the applicant is an American citizen (see sample 

          form).  

          3.  Military ID card or passport.
      If the applicant or his/her fiancee has been married before, a number of additional documents will be requested:

          1.  Certificate of marriage (of all previous marriages).

          2.  Original or certified copy of the final divorce decree for each previous marriage.  Even if you were divorced years ago, this document is still required.  The court decree has to show that the divorce is absolute and final and has not been appealed.  Two different situations may come up.  If the applicant for re-marriage has been the petitioner/plaintiff in the previous divorce, then the certified seal of the State Court has to show a date that is four weeks later than the date of the divorce decree.  Alternatively, a confirmation from the court that issued the divorce decree can be presented to show that no appeal has been raised.

     If the applicant for the re-marriage has been the respondent/defendant in the previous divorce, the divorce decree must show a certified stamp on the original document but this may bear the date of the divorce.  At the time when all documents are handed in for the marriage ceremony, an affidavit from the applicant will be taken confirming that no appeal had been raised against the legal validity of the divorce decree.

          3.  Translated copy of the divorce papers into German.
     In case you are a US Civilian, you will need the following documents:  

          a.  Birth Certificate.

          b.  Passport, and

          c.  If previously married, the same discussed under 2, directly above.

Persons under 18 must submit a statement of consent from both parents.  These statements must clearly spell out the names of both the bride and groom.  Should the statement be signed only by one parent, evidence of either the death of the other parent or the guardianship of the signatory parent must be produced.  If both parents are deceased, the consent of the legal guardian has to be obtained.

Widowed persons must submit the death certificate of their former spouse.  The death certificate must be either the original document or a signed and sealed copy issued by the governmental agency that officially registers deaths.

     After obtaining the necessary documents, both intended spouses must go to the Standesamt to give public notice of their impending marriage.  Call the Standesamt to check opening times and to learn if you have all documents that are required.  A registration fee (between 90 - 150 DM) has to be paid when you go to the Standesamt for registration.  After this, your documents will be submitted to the Oberlandesgericht (Higher Regional Court) for review.  The Registrar at the Standesamt will receive the paperwork back in about ten working days.  Then, a court fee has to be paid that ranges from 30 - 80 DM.  This fee can be paid at any bank or at the Bundespost.  Remember to return the receipt to the Registrar.

     The marriage procedure will be held by the Registrar at the arranged time.  Please be sure that you get to the City Hall on time!  You need two witnesses over the age of 18 at the marriage ceremony.  They have to prove their identity with either a passport or military ID Card.  You should inform the Registrar at the Standesamt who the witnesses are at least eight days before the wedding.

     German law normally requires servicemembers to get married at the local Standesamt where they are stationed.  If both parties are in the military and stationed at different posts, they may choose between the two locations.  If your future spouse is a local national, you may also get married in the town where he or she is officially registered.

     Attached is a listing of the addresses for the Standes(mter in Lower Franconia as of April 1997, as well as an Affidavit of Citizenship that must be signed by the servicemember’s commander.

     If you have any further questions regarding marriage in Germany, please contact your Legal Assistance office in Kitzingen at 355-8672/8825 or Wuerzburg at 350-6255.

Addresses for the Standes(mter in Lower Franconia

Standesamt Bad Kissingen

Rathausplatz 4

97688 Bad Kissingen

Tel. 0971-807260

Standesamt Giebelstadt
Gemeindeverwaltung

Marktplatz 3

97232 Giebelstadt

Tel. 09334-80825

Standesamt Kitzingen
ATTN:  Herr Borawski/Herr Benker

Kaiserstr. 13 - 15

97318 Kitzingen

Tel. 09321-20210

Standesamt Niederwerrn (Conn Barracks)

ATTN:  Herr Roos

Schweinfurter Str. 54

97464 Niederwerrn

Tel. 09721-49990

Standesamt Schweinfurt (Ledward Barracks)

ATTN:  Herr Riegel

Am Markt 1

97421 Schweinfurt

Tel. 09721-51282

Standesamt Werneck
ATTN:  Herr G(bel

Balthasar-Neumann-Platz 8

97440 Werneck

Tel. 09722-220

Standesamt W(rzburg
Karmelitenstrasse 20

97070 W(rzburg

Tel. 0931-373411

AFFIDAVIT OF CITIZENSHIP
      I swear that the following information is true to the best of my knowledge:

     Name:  ____________________________________________

     SSN:  _____________________________________________

     Duty station:  _______________________________________

     Place of Birth:  ______________________________________

     Date of Birth:  _______________________________________

     The above-named soldier is an American citizen.








_____________________________








Commander’s Signature







__________________________________________________








Printed Name, Rank, Branch








_____________________________________








Unit
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