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Kitzingen Law Center





Legal Assistance Information





Obtaining a Credit Report




















	One of every soldier's most important legal rights is to obtain a free annual copy of his/her credit report.  Your credit report is a report of how you have paid your bills and handled your financial obligations in the past.  If you review your credit report on a regular basis, you can ensure that the report is accurate and that you are not wrongfully denied credit when you need it.  This information paper will tell you how to get a free copy of your credit report.








	Under recent federal legislation, credit reporting companies must provide a free credit report to every U.S. citizen annually and/or within 60 days after you are denied credit, insurance, or a job based at least in part on information in a credit report, if you request the credit report in writing.  You can get a copy of your credit report at other times, but there will be a fee charged.  The credit report you receive will be easy to read and understand.








	Good credit history remains in your credit report indefinitely.  Negative credit history remains in your credit report for seven years, except that bankruptcy records remain in your credit report for up to ten years.








	The Fair Credit Reporting Act, a federal law, provides remedies for all consumers whose credit history is in error.  First, you can ask the credit reporting agency to recheck disputed information.  Information that can not be revived or is found to be in error by the credit reporting agency will be changed or deleted.  You may also file a statement that will be added to your credit report describing your version of events regarding a negative credit history or rating.  A judge advocate (Army Attorney) in your local JAG  Legal Assistance Office can help you with these matters if necessary.








	You can obtain your free credit report annually by writing to a credit reporting organization.  The largest credit reporting organization is TRW.  If you completely fill out the information on the sheet attached and send it to the address indicated, you should expect a copy of your credit report in 30 days.  If TRW does not send you a free copy of your credit report or if you have any further questions, please contact your Legal Assistance Office in Kitzingen at 355-8672/8825 or Wuerzburg Legal Assistance at 350-6255.
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Dear TRW,


 





I hereby request that you send me a free copy of my credit report. The following information about me is provided.


 








My Name:





Current Address





Date of Birth                                                                        SSN:


                                                                                                                                                   


Spouse’s Name





Date of Birth








PREVIOUS ADDRESSES IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS:








No.        Street                                      City                 State                           Zip                         Years








No.        Street                                      City                 State                           Zip                         Years








No.        Street                                      City                 State                           Zip                         Years








No.        Street                                      City                 State                           Zip                         Years








I submit proof of my current address by enclosing a copy of my recent (circle one):  





INSURANCE BILL	 MAJOR CREDIT CARD BILL		OTHER:_____________ 





(YOU MUST DO THIS TO PREVENT FRAUD)





Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.  I certify that I am the person named above and that I am submitting this request for my own credit report.














SIGNED:										 DATED:








MAIL TO: 


TRW COMPLIMENTARY CREDIT REPORT


P.O. BOX 2350


 CHATSWORTH, CA  91313-2350�


