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INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT:  Changes Regarding Ownership of Dangerous Dogs on Military Installations, Government Housing, and Government Controlled Housing in Bavaria.

1.  PURPOSE:  To implement procedures to ensure that Community members comply with Bavarian law concerning the ownership, registration and care of dangerous dogs and in Bavaria.

2.  REFERENCES:  


a.  USAREUR Supplement to AR 40-905


b.  Bavarian State Law on Punishment and Ordinance (LStVG BayRS 22011-2-I) as amended 10 Jun 92 based upon Art 37 (1).

3. DANGEROUS DOG POLICY:

a.  The Bavarian State Government recently announced it would no longer extend the exception for the possession of dangerous dogs to members of the U.S. Forces.  By order of the 1ID Commanding General 15 April 2001 is the deadline for final disposition of the animals declared as dangerous dogs, as outlined below.


b. Bavarian law defines dangerous dogs as dogs of certain breeding, or dogs trained with inherent or developed characteristics of increased aggressiveness or danger to humans. These dogs are divided into 2 categories:



(1) Class 1 Dogs.  These pure or cross breed dogs are comprised of the following breeds: 

 Pit-bull 

 Bandog

 American Staffordshire Terrier

 Staffordshire Bullterrier

 Tosa-Inu


(2) Class 2 Dogs.  This category is comprised of all other dogs that have received training for increased aggressiveness OR pure bred dogs of the following breeds: 

Bullmastiff

Bullterrier

Don Argentino

Dogue de Bordeaux 

Mastiff 

Mastin Espanol 

Mastino Napoleon 

Rhodesian Ridgeback

c.  Pursuant to the Commanding General’s order, the following actions must be taken:

(1)  Class 1 Dogs.  For Class 1 dogs, the bottom line is that the dog must leave Bavaria.  No exceptions.  Owners of Class 1 dogs must take one of the following actions:

(a)  Return the dog to the United States at individual expense before 15 April 2001.

(b)  In cases where dog owners will complete their tour of duty and depart Bavaria NLT 1 July 2001, house the dog in a German certified shelter at owner’s expense until PCS.  PCS orders will be required to verify PCS date.  In this case, the dog must remain in the shelter until the date of PCS and must leave Germany NLT 1 July 2001. 

(c)  Relocate the dog (at personal expense) to trusted friends of the dog owner outside of Bavaria or Germany where legal ownership is still authorized. Check each German State to ensure compliance before relocating the dog.  (Note:  Another state in Germany is a temporary fix.  It is likely that all of Germany will soon adopt Bavaria’s policy.) 

(d)  Have the dog euthanized (put to sleep) at personal expense.

(2)  Class 2 Dogs.  Owners of Class 2 dogs must register their dog at their local German community registration office (Gemeinde).  Class 2 owners have the same options as Class 1 dog owners above.  However, they have the additional option of having their dog tested and officially certified (at personal expense) to be of peaceful temperament by an authorized German veterinarian.    

4.  VETERINARY OFFICE SUPPORT.  Contact your local Veterinary Office for the following information:

a.  POC’s and fees for local temperament testing officials for Class 2 dogs.

b.  POC’s for local registration offices (Gemeinde’s).

c.  Local shelters that can temporarily house your Class 1 dog until PCS.

d.  Info on safely shipping your dog back to the United States. 


e.  POC’s to have a dog euthanized.
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